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The " Song of the Athenians " was Sibelius' first
contribution to strengthening the national self-
confidence of our people. It was not long before
he was able to make a new one.

During the summer of 1899 the Russian regime
of violence swept with greater force over Finland,
It was chiefly free speech that experienced the
displeasure of the authorities. The watchful
Russian authorities and their helpers among the
submissive elements in Finland were untiring in
their zeal. One newspaper after another was
forced to be silent. Suppression, either permanent
or temporary, was the fate of most of the patriotic
newspapers of the country, no matter whether
Finnish or Swedish, large or small.

In the autumn of 1899 the people of Finland
decided to show their appreciation of the most open
champions of Finland's rights and constitution in
that phase of the struggle.   The patriotic demon-
stration took the  form  of  fltes,   lotteries   and
entertainments in aid of the press pensions fund*
The idea was enthusiastically supported throughout
the country, all classes took part, and the " Press
Celebrations " on the 3rd, 4th and 5th of November
provided a rich pecuniary and spiritual harvest.
The celebrations in Helsingfors culminated in a
gala night in the Swedish theatre on the 4th of
November.   The principal item in the programme
consisted of a series of " Tableaux from the Past "
staged by Kaarlo Bergbom, the manager of the
Finnish national theatre, and provided with suitable
words by Eino Leino and Jalmari Finne.   There